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NJ Business Owner SCORES Some Advice on Product
that 1s Helping Fight the War on Terror

i ‘ hen if comes bo vesearch Dy Govdluan

Patel 15 tops in bis field. But when the owner of
JP Labogaronaes, Inc. was looking to ket a
new prasdnct that detects the levels of radiation,
he had to fnn 1o SCORE - Cotnselors to
Amenicn's Small Busimess,

The simafl Middlesex-based research company
has been armumd for 24 years and under Dr,
Parel’s direction has found swecess m licensing
the products he has developed to other
coapanies, Foo instance, if was Di. Parel wlo
developed a sticker that can desect if food or
medical vaccines have gone beyond their
expiration dates. The sticker mms froan green
to red when the food products or vaccines have
exgpred.

D Patel cane 1o this comatry dn 1973, asa
post-doctoral vesearcher at Baybor University m
Waceo, Texas. Omne yenr Inter, e went to work
for Allied Signal (wow Honeywell} wliere he
spent sight vears in research and development
In 1983, ke opaped TP Laboeatosies, Ine. He
credits the U5, Small Basmiess
Admindstration’s Small Business limovation
Research (SBIR) grant program with helping
ham: obtain millions of dollars 10 research grants
fronm federal ageircies interested in new
techmolomes

“Througly the SBIR. program, the SBA snsures
thiat the nation's small, high-1ech,

movative bisinesses are o sigrificant part of
the federal government's research and
developanent efforts,” said SBA New Jersey
Dhstrict Director James A, Kocs. “Eleven
federal deparmusents participate in the SHIR
program aned give small basinesses like JP
Labomtaries the opportanty to compets for
research ganis.”

“We are a smnll lab with a narmow foews in
research, chemiztry. physics and metallorgy.”
said D, Patel. “Ower the years. the SBIR
program has helped us to grow,”

Fast forward vo 2007, Dv, Patel finds himself
coning back 1o the SBA for assistance: This
time, D Parel ufilized the services of the SBA-
spansored SCORE business counselng
proesam, Where former and active business
owners vohmiteer their tine to helping small
busmess owners like Dr. Patel. by providing
them with fres business counseling,

D, Gardhm Patel of 7P Lahomeones, Inc, checks on
the produgtion of his Seli-indicatmg lustan
Radiaticn Alert Dosimeser, The small plastic cand
cin detect Jevels of mdinten.

Crwer the Last four vears. Dy, Patel has been busy
developing SIRAD {Self-indicating Instant
Fadiarion Alert Dosimeter) a small plastic card
that can determune a person’s exposre to
raciation. Has first thouehis weve that this is a
product that could help fight the war on temrer,
The STRAD could detect the ainount of radiation
et soldiers and fisst responders can be exposad
ter from msclear and dirty boanbs,

Dlespite recerving a confract from the Department
of Homeland Secwrty's Combating Ternorisin
Technology Support Offics for 17,5, seldiers and
first responders to wear the SIRAD on the
battlefield. D, Patel needed some advice on ow
to bring his product to market. That’s when he
maed 10 SCORE. Theewgh SCORE Chapies 15
in Mewnrk, Dir. Patel was introduced to coumselors
Warten Jacobs, Paul Sreck and Howard Baker.

“Dr. Patzl needed a litthe guidamce,” said Jacobs
“It is very difficult o bring a new product o
market today, The biggest challenge Dr. Patel
faced was finding reputable distabuters he could
trzst to help lm get the STRAD out 1o markes,
We basically told Di. Parel wlhat cliaractesistics 1o
Lok fior when searching for a distabunor aid we
even wdenritied some distnibutors that were
famuliar to us.”

The SCORE team also went over manufacniring
procedures and accountng practcss fo maks
certarn that Do Parel's conrpany had the capaciry
ter mzet production demands of the SIRAD and
thar he could mur a profin. <We veally looked into
svery aspect of JP Laboratories,” sad Jacobs,
“Each counselor provided his inpos and made
reconkmedarions tar shoukd help Dy, Parel
lanch STRAT”

D, Patel belisves that
ZIRAD can be
suceessinlly marksted to
e inilitary, law
enforcement, civilian
emergency first
vespoadars. hospirals and
mnclear power plants,
The card is nseful in
detecting hormtul levels
of radiation. When the
card 15 exposed to
radiation, a chemical
veaction changes the sirig
from clear to blus; the
darker the blue, the move
expostre to radiation
Awcording vo Di. Parel,
the business connseling
he recetved from SCORE
will help lim focns oo
these markets

“The medical market 15
very interesting. " said
D, Potel. “Hospital
workers and patients
expoved to radintion
from X-Ray machines
and CT Scans can
determing how mmich
radiation deey have been

exposed o,

Today, JP Laboratories
has three employess and
15 podsed for addstional
arowth. T owe a gread
deal to the members of
SCORE for their
eurdance.” said Di. Patel
“I believe the advice that
1 received on produstion,
developing a distibution
network and the
nuckering of STRADY wall
tnke JF Laboratories to
the next level =

After 34 years in
research and
development, and with
over 50 patents o lis
nmme, Dir. Gordhan Patel
15 set ko scars the success
of a Liferime.



